40                                   DHARMA

than obey Indra's commands he would renounce the
joys of paradise. But as he turned sorrowfully away
the dog assumed its real form, that of the god Dharma
himself, the pure spirit of Nature, which often thus
disguises itself in humble forms to fulfil the purpose of
the Lord of Life. The story reveals the tendency of
Indian thought to transmute sesthetical and ethical
ideas, Dharma was identified with Siva : the guardian
deity of the Abode of Snow became the symbol of
spiritual purity and religious duty.